
Whof lf Porenfs Acknowledge Pafernity but
Chonge Their Minds lofer?

Porenfs should think coreful ly before orknowledging

polernily. lf you do chonge your mind, you huve

60 doys lo resrind (cuncel) the polernify

ocknowledgmenl.  A rourl  order is required lo

remove lhe nome of fhe fother from lhe bir lh

certificole.

Whof Are Your Responsibilities os o Porenf?

Bolh porenls ure required lo supporl  lheir  chi ld from

bir lh.  This might include providing chi ld supporl ,

heuhh insuronce, ond/or chi ldcore expenses.

Benefifs of Poternily Acknowledgmenf

P a temi ty h elp s chil dten :

t Receive financial support from both parents

a Include the father's name on the birth certificate

t Qualify for benefits, such as the fathert health

insurance or Social Securiw

Patemity helps mothets and fathers:

.} Share the responsibility and rewards of

parenthood

a Include their name on the childt birth certificate

I Establish anemotional bond with the child

For more informotion obout

polerniiy, coll:

Georgio Poternily
Acknowledgmenf Program

Phone: 706-721 -7001

Tof l Free: l -866-29 5-8262

For more informolion

obout birth certificotes, roll:

Siote 0ffire of Vifol Rerords

404-579-4702

Sr
Form DCSS 400

for your child
Georgia Paternity

Acknowled g ment Prog ram

Georgia Department of Human Services

5l
For Unmarried Parents



Whof ls Pcternity Acknowledgment ond Why
Should I Complete o Pcternity Form?

Polerni ly ocknowledgmenl ol lows unmorr ied porenf s

to odd the biologirol  folher 's nome lo lheir

childl birlh certificole. To loke odvonloge of lhis

opporlunily, you musl complele o polernily

ocknowledgmenf form. 0nce you do, your chi ld wi l l

receive lhe following benefits lhof rome from

hoving lwo porenls:

O The use of his or her folher's losl nome

O Knowledge of both porenls 'medirol  histor ies

0 The opporlunily lo hove o relolionship wifh

bolh porents

O legol supporl  f rom dod's side of fomily

In oddi l ion, your chi ld moy be el igible for Sociol

Securi ly benef i ts ond moy goin inheri tonce r ights.

Whot ls legifimotion ond Why ls ll

Necessory?

Legi l imol ion is on oct ion lhol  ol lows fhe biologicol

folher of o chi ld born in Georgio lo estobl ish legol

r ighls lo his rhi ld.  l l  is the only woy, oside from

morrying lhe childl molher, lo goin these righfs.

Effeclive July 2005, porenls who sign o voluntory

polerni ly ocknowledgmenl moy olso sign o voluntory

ucknowledgmenl of legitimolion. Effeclive July 2008,

lhis opportuni ly is l imi led lo lhe chi ld 's f i rsf  yeor of l i fe.

(ompleling the legilimolion section on lhe polernity

ocknowledgmenl form meons lhol  lhe folher und

chi ld wi l l  be ropoble of inheri t ing from eoch other in

lhe some monner os i f  lhe chi ld hod been born in

lowful  wedlock. l l  o lso ol lows porents to specify the

child's lost n0me, ond gronls lhe child's fother the

right to petilion lhe courl for cuslody ond/or

visilotion.

Whot Righrs Wil l  I  Hove?

[egi l imol ing your rhi ld does nol outomoticol ly give

you visilolion or rustody rights-iust the opportunity

lo pelil ion lhe rourl for lhem. 0nly o superior courl

order con formolize visilolion or cuslody.

Whof lf Porents Are Not Sure Who fhe

Fcther ls?

Genelic (polernily) lesling con help you delermine

whelher o mon is o childt biologirol fother. By

colling GPAP, y0u (0n receive referrols for

DNA lesling ol reduced prices. A child supporl office

or pr ivole offorney con olso give you more

informolion.

ls Poternity Acknowledgment Eosy?

Yesl The poternify ucknowledgmenl process is eosy

ond ovoi loble fo porenls i f  lhe molher w0s nol

morried of lhe lime of birth, lhe lime of conception,

or ol  ony l ime in belween. Porenls simply complete

o polernily ocknowledgmenl form. Poternity

ocknowledgmenl wi l l  be exploined to you in

more delsil when you complele your child's birth

cerlificole in lhe hospitol. Bolh porents con

orknowledge polerni ty ol  the hospi lol  when their

chi ld is born. This gives lheir  chi ld the odvonfoge of

hoving o fofher righf from the sforl! Porents con

olso fil l oul o polernily ocknowledgmenl form qfler

lhe childt birlh ol lhe vilsl rerords office in fhe

counly where fhe child wos born, or ot the Slole

Office of Vilol Records in Allonlo.

Whot Are the Requirements fo

Atknowledge Pofernify?

In order for you to ocknowledge polernify lhe

fol lowing musl occur:

O The molher musl hove given birth in the Sfote

of Georgiu.

t  The folher musl be the chi ldl  hiologicol  fother.

O Bolh porenfs musl sign lhe some poternity

orknowledgment form.

Whot Do I Need fo Acknowledge Poternity?

You musl provide lhe fol lowing in order to estubl ish

polernity:

t A photo lD (driver's lirense, work or school lD)

from both porenls;

a Sociol Securily numbers from both porents if

lhey hove one.


